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Pre-Publication Access to the 2011 State of the Future
Publication date August 1, 2011; pre-publication text available to journalists
Washington, D.C. July 1, 2011 - The 2011 State of the Future finds the world is getting richer, healthier, better educated, living longer, and is more peaceful and better connected; yet half the world is potentially unstable. Food prices are rising, water tables are falling, corruption and organized crime are increasing, environmental viability for our life support is diminishing, debt and economic insecurity are increasing, climate change continues, and the gap between the rich and poor is widening dangerously.
The world’s report card – 15th Anniversary Edition
Where we are winning
· Improved water source (% of population access)
· Literacy rate, adult total (% of people ages 15+)
· School enrollment, secondary (% gross)
· Poverty headcount ratio at $1.25 a day (PPP) 
(% of population in least developed countries)
· Population growth (annual %) 
(A drop is seen as good for some countries, bad for others)
· GDP per capita (constant 2000 US$)
· Physicians (per 1,000 people)
· Internet users (per 100 people)
· Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live births)
· Life expectancy at birth, total (years)
· Proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments (%)
· GDP per unit of energy
· Major Armed Conflicts deaths >1,000 
· Food availability (cal/cap)
Where there is little change
· Prevalence of HIV, total (% of pop. ages 15-49)
· Homicide Rate
· R & D expenditure (% of GDP)
Where we are losing:
· CO2 emissions (kt)
· Global Surface Temperature Anomalies
· People Voting in Elections (% population of voting age- 15 largest countries)
· Unemployment, total (% of total labor force)
· Fossil fuel energy consumption (% of total)
· Levels of Corruption (15 largest countries)
· People killed or injured in terrorist attacks (number)
· Refugee population by country or territory of asylum
Where there is uncertainty
· Countries having or thought to have plans for nuclear weapons (number)
· Population in countries that are free (percent of total global population)
· Forest area (% of land area)
· Total debt service (% of GNI) low and mid income
· Number of emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases

There is no question that the world can be far better than it is, IF we make the right decisions. When you consider the many wrong decisions and good decisions not taken–day after day and year after year around the world – it is amazing that we are still making as much progress as we are; hence, if we can improve our decision-making, as individuals, groups, nations, and institutions, then the world could be 
surprisingly better than it is today.  The Executive Summary is available on request and the authors are available for interviews, prior to publication.
Invaluable insights

Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General, United Nations

Fascinating read

Andres Oppenheimer, Miami Herald and co-winner Pulitzer Prize

A must read for any decisionmaker

Enrique Peña Nieto, Governor of the State of Mexico

The best introduction to the major global issues and long-term remedies

Global Foresight Books

The value and role of The Millennium Project is priceless.

Shamsaddin Hajiyev Gummat, Chair, Sci & Educ., Parliament of Azerbaijan 

The 2011 State of the Future is a concise, readable overview of the global situation, problems, solutions, and prospects for the future.  It covers the global landscape with one-page overviews of energy, science & technology, ethics, development, water, organized crime, health, decisionmaking, gender relations, demographics, war & peace.

There are also special chapters on an Egyptian assessment of its post-revolution; future of the arts and media, scenarios for the future of Latin America, and environmental security.

The 2011 State of the Future comes in two parts: a printed 100-page summaries of these studies and an expanded CD version with over 8,000 pages of research and analysis.
The executive summary and Chapter 1’s two-page overviews of 15 Global Challenges are ideal for thought leaders around the world, corporate strategic planners, public policy experts, policy advisors, non-profit organizations, teachers/professors of world issues, and anyone interested in a global overview of our prospects for the future – what are the problems and what are potential solutions.
Everyone, and I mean EVERYONE, should read this incredible document, period!

… As stated by Technological Forecasting & Social Change

Previous State of the Future reports have been used by:
· the Sherpa for the President of France in preparation for the G-8 
· the University of Pennsylvania Wharton School  MBA course on Globalization 
· Deloitte & Touche LLP as input for their global strategic planning processes
· the Government of Denmark to change their science and technology priorities 
· futurists and thought leaders for speech materials and guidance to their consultancies 
· China, Kuwait, South Korea to create their State of the Future Indices

· some to just understand what is going on in the word and what we should do about it.
The Millennium Project was established in 1996 as the first globalized think tank.  It has received funds from UN organizations, multinational corporations, universities, foundations; and the governments of Azerbaijan, Kuwait, South Korea, and the United States. It conducts independent futures research via its 40 “Nodes” around the world that connect global and local perspectives. Nodes are groups of individuals and institutions that glean insights from the brains of their region and feed back the results.  
This is not the “UN Millennium Project” headed by Prof. Sachs that produced scholarly papers to address the 8 Millennium Development Goals several years ago.

The authors are available for interviews:  

Jerome Glenn, Executive Director, Washington, D.C.




Theodore J. Gordon, Senior Fellow, Old Lyme CT, USA
Elizabeth Florescu, Director of Research, Calgary, Canada
Contact:   
Jerome Glenn

1-202-686-5179

1-202-669-4410

Jerome.Glenn@millennium-project.org

www.millennium–project.org
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